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March 21 


Lewis, Sinclair Random House 
WORLD SO WIDE $3.00 


The story opens with a motor accident that virtually catapults Hayden Chart out 
of the smug society run-around in which he found himself in a Colorado community - into the 
“world so wide". And the story ends with an emotional explosion that reveals people as 
pretty much the same even in glamorous Florence- and a honeymoon that will end- eventually- 
back in Colorado. In between Hayden explores the culture he felt he had neglected - stud- 
ies Italian and history and the arts - and finds a tantalizing challenge in arousing the 
latent passions of an icebound and beautiful scholar who had determined that no man could 
touch her again. Into their newly found Paradise comes the modern version of the Greek god, 
pretty much of a phony ex-football- ex-Hollywood adjunct turned researcher, and Hayden finds ™ 
that his Olivia on a pedestal has her feet of clay. The comes Roxanna, the girl reporter 
from back home, and she sends all their pretensions sky-high, persuades Hayden that it is 
she he loves, and Olivia and her "ten-bushels of manly beauty" come to the wedding... There 
you have it, with not enough sub-surface construction to justify it. Sinclair Lewis has 
lost his skill and his characters seem paper-thin, two dimensional, his situations artifi- 
cial, his story dull. But there's still magic in the Lewis' name for dependable sales and 
rentals. We wish we could recommend this last novel from a once gifted pen. 


Repeat Performances 


Joseph Auslander & Audrey Wurdemann who authored Uncle Jan have another appealing book- 
THE ISLANDERS (Longmans, Green); Ruth Moore's CANDLEMAS BAY (Morrow) has the Literary 
Guild selection to sustain and widen an assured audience; Alberto Moravia’s CONJUGAL 
LOVE (Farrar, Straus & Young) will find a different type of public; there's name value 
rather, than inherent interest in the new Priestléy-- FESTIVAL (Harper); and possible 
popularity for LeGrand Cannon's COME HOME AT EVEN (Henry Holt). See below for reports. 


PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS 
February 7 


MacManus, Francis Harcourt, Brace 
FIRE IN THE DUST $3.00 


’ This story of modern Ireland is based on the dire effects of prudery that engen- 
ders prurience, of prejudice and conformity that leads to tragedy. The Goldens are new ar- 
rivals in Kilkenny and their broader sense of living make them a target for all gossip scan- 
dal and surmise. Young Stephen's forbearance captures Larry's friendship, but the Catholic 
school he attends is glad to let him go when he trespasses against their restrictions. Fa- 
natic Miss Dreeling, determined to win Stephen's father, by any means, carries her persecu- 
tions to the priests and it is through her that the Goldens are driven away. But before 
they go it is Miss Dreeling who brings about Stephen's death and her own madness. Told by 
Larry, this has a precision of narration and the story of a free soul destroyed by moral 


cowardice has a warmth and beauty of its own. 
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February 19 


Ropes, Bradford & Austin Phelps 
Burton, Val MR. TILLEY TAKES A WALK $2.75 


Report repeated from page 617 of the October lst bulletin, as follows: "A Boston 
cream pie with romantic Irish and blueblood ingredients, this is a genial treat for fire- 
side and wing chair. George Tilley, late of County Clare, dedicated himself to the grey of 
the Boston postmen in his early youth and was in turn affectionately dedicated in service 
to the gentle inbreds of Louisburg Square. It is there that the sweet elegance of Cornelia 
Endicott and the gay Irish temperament find compatibility and wander the streets of Boston, 
secretly, deeply in love. Heavy father interference creates a 'misunderstanding'; Cornelia 
is sent on the Grand Tour and eventually marries. But when a repetition of the theme oc- 
curs with Cornelia's daughter and an East Boston Italian, Tilley sees that blue blood and 
red are mingled, and the tragic secret that caused the lost years comes to light, bringing 
George and Cornelia together again. A sentimental, nostalgic story, with enough loving 
regional detail to make any Bostonian dissolve in homesickness, while the general reader 
(i.e.- South of Dorchester) will revel in the gentle eccentrics of the Square. Time- from 
late 19th century to the interim between wars. An Indian Summer idyll, light weight, per- 


haps, but full of atmospheric charm." 
February 23 


Farrar, Straus & Young 


Eaton, Evelyn 
GIVE ME YOUR GOLDEN HAND $3.00 
This is a better story than the very sentimental title would indicate, though it 
is straight romantic adventure in the old tradition, not as unusual as her earlier Quietly 
¥y Cabtain Waits, The first two thirds of the story gives the reader a dissolute England 
of the time of George III,- an inside picture of the Hell Fire Club roues and their devil 
cult; a glimpse of the mother-ridden king and the marriage with Charlotte foisted upon him; 
a yarn of his morganatic marriage with a Quaker and the son, George, who was spirited to the 
Continent, brought up there in ignorance of his parentage, and- after Oxford- placed as tu- 
tor in the Wyche household, where he had his baptism of passion and disillusionment at the 
hands of the unscrupulous Lady Barbara. Bankrupt in soul and almost penniless, he fled to 
America and the last third of the story shows him growing in conviction that his lot is cast 
with the cause of freedom. A second fleeting brush with passion - then a quietly happy 
marriage to a Quaker in York State, and Axford Daigle (as he is known) finds that belated 
knowledge of his royal blood means nothing to him. America is his home. 


February 28 


Auslander, Joseph Longmans, Green 
& Wurdemann, Audrey THE ISLANDERS $3.00 


The philosophy and traditions of the Dodecanese Greeks form a lyrically mythologi- 
cal background for the story of Christidos and his family. On the West Coast of Florida, in 
Turtle Bay, Christidos has never become wholly American and has retained the free thinking, 
the clear perception of his Greek island homeland and has raised John, Zoe and Stephen during 
the thirteen years after his wife's death. Half owner, with his fellow-islander, Spiros, of 
the Partheneon Bar and Grill, and hoping for the marriage of Zoe and Spiros' son, Philip, 
Christidos has no realization of pilot John's sordid escapes from the horrors that attack 
him, is unaware of Zoe's growing love for the blinded aristocrat, Alexis, in his concentra- 
tion on the problems that his beloved young Stephen, thwarted, selfish, inarticulate, pre- 
sents. Important to two of the Parthenon's hangers-on and Zoe's insulted suitor, Stephen 
dreams of money and escape, robs and lies, and in an accidental killing, is driven to suicide. 
Christidos' heart is saved from breaking by John's decision to stay with him, the respectable 
and happy solution of Zoe's marriage to Alexis, and the memory of his "golden boy" who will 
never grow old. A friendly handling of a foreign culture, this is predicated on an audience 
which will recognize the quality of warmth and color, the intensity of character detail that 
the authors of Uncle Jan have already established. 
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March 1 






Slaughter, Frank G. Doubleday 
FORT EVERGLADES $3.00 









The red men, the white men, and one with a beautiful brown, Dr. Royal Coe, who to 
forget his love for Irene, who had suicided, had submerged himself in the wilderness of the 
Florida Everglades- at this time a hunting ground for the savage Seminoles. There he falls 
in love with Mary Grant, only to learn that she is to marry his best friend, and with the 
Indian invasion of the Keys, Mary is captured, freed only through Royal's surgical services 
to the Indian chief's wife. Some further rounds, military and romantic, see an end to all 
this, and Royal's love for this woman needs no longer violate his loyalty to his friend. 
Again a full dress period performance for manly virtues and womanly responses and those 
broken hearts which Slaughter sutures easily. Rentals. . 










March 8 
































Doubleday 


Chase, Ilka 
NEW YORK 22 $3.00 





Smart set author Chase impales the insecure marriage on a fashionable prose and 
observes its course sharply and somewhat coldly. After twenty three years of marriage, 
Georgiana, whose income as an active amateur in all her jobs has been necessary to an upper 
East Side life, leaves Allen and their daughter, Karen, to follow Reams Asher, 12 years her 
junior and a new literary star, to Europe. In New York, Allen's loneliness leads him to 
Beirne, half his age, and their affair and plans for marriage are approved by Karen. Karen's 
romantic ideas about Asher are smashed when she visits her mother in France for although she 
takes his friendly rejection contentedly she is shamed when she discovers her mother is his 

6 mistress. Asher's return to an old love sends Georgiana home in the hopes she can get Allen 
away from Beirne but Beirne's illness proves Allen's love is neither light nor selfish and 
her life, with Karen about to marry for love and money, is completely her own. A chaise 
longue coverage of marital friction, feminine calculation and upper bracket racketting, this 
should have good rentals on the distaff side; and substantial sales to the gilded glamor 

fringe. 
March 10 


Norman, Charles Bell 
DOMINICK DRAGON Or: 4 Happy Fellow $ 272 


A pleasing puff of nonsense about la vie boheme as reenacted in Greenwich Village 
by an aggregate of non-rent paying aspirants to artistic glory and gold, and Dominick Dragon 
their destitute but dauntless deus ex machina. Dominick is appreciative audience to Senor 
Portugal's never finished sonata, finds the way to a Paris scholarship and a marriage for 
his bosom pal, sculptor Augustine Frogger, and realizes personal romance with poetess Nina 
Bramble. The bohemias of New York and Paris are authentically and attractively done, but a 
knowledge of "the Village" will enhance the satiric sidelights for the reader. Fine for 
"summer" reading. 


March 12 


Albrand, Martha Random House 
DESPERATE MOMENT $3.00 


An adept author, whose preoccupation with faithful love has won her an assured 
@ feminine audience, tells a story of two young French lovers, parted by the war and united 
through the girl's efforts to find the boy. Anne has learned that Sim, now passing as a 
Pole, was framed for a murder to which he confessed, has tracked him down and given him hope 
that freedom, however hardly won and sustained, will give him the chance to prove his inno- 
cence. But on the trail and with the criss-cross of findings and obstacles, Sim turns from 
a hunt for witnesses for the killing of an American to a cold pursuit of revenge as his at- 
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tempts to find, and get evidence from, his four prison camp companions, shows him how the 
years after the war have perverted their loyalty and their integrity. Robert Sawyer, an 
American in OMGUS, loves Anne too, does not believe Sim's honesty, and tries to balk her 

ia when she tries to help Sim in finding Paul, Valentin, Red and Anton. Escape from detection, 
killings en route, land the triangle in Germany and Sim's recognition of his former comrades 
makes possible unsuspected honors for Sawyer in rounding up secret Russian cooperation. 
Intense, European, smooth- but not distinguished. 


March 15 





Doubleday 


Saroyan, William 

ROCK WAGRAM $3.00 SOD 
Report repeated from page 659 of the November lst bulletin, when scheduled for 

early January, as follows: "A fast-flashing montage of a screen star's life, this shows 

Rock Wagram at two stages of his career, before he enters the Army in 1942, and in 1950, 

when the marrjage of which he dreamed so much, has completely smashed. For, earlier, in 

his drive to the West Coast, he had only Ann Ford on his mind, and how much he wanted her, 

but there was time to remember his Armenian heritage and his comfortable relatives, the 

start of his career when Paul Key spotted him for his happy and arrogant bar-tending and 

took him from Fresno to crash the moving picture box office so that at 33 he is a valuable 

property and a recognized success. And with his family reunion, he persuades Ann to marry 

him. In 1950, he knows her to be a liar and a phony but decides to go back to work to sup- 

ply her with the money she demands for their son and daughter, is thrown off base by his 

mother's death, later Paul Key's, and eventually does make his return to Hollywood. The 

old Saroyan touches of loving pity, self-hypnosis with philosophies and ideas about love, 

life, man and success, this marks a soberer approach to a more mature subject." 


> March 16 





Tebbel, John “1 Dutton 
THE CONQUEROR %.9 $3700 


Pantingly passionate scenes of seduction are the passe-parole of this fictional- 
ized story of Sir William Johnson, the Irish immigrant boy who became the great pre-Revolu- 
tionary power of the Mohawk Valley, friend of the Indians of the Six Nations, and a hero of 
the French and Indian Wars. The first few pages fling Johnson into the avid arms of Susan- 
nah DeLancey, wife of Sir Peter Warren, and from then on it is one long grand tumble in 
varied hay for him--with Lady Warren, a Dutch bondsmaid and an assortment of almost exhaus- 
tingly erotic Mohawk maidens. Much careful research has obviously gone into the solidly 
grounded historical setting--it is unfortunate that the story treatment had to be so hack- 


neyed. I, 
Mercer, Charles vib Morrow 
THE NARROW LEDGE $3.00 -— 


An emancipated approach for the enlightening of Stephen Drake, a psychiatrist, who 
faces an occupational hazard when his clinical, intellectual attitudes block his own emotion- 
al responses. He is made particularly aware of this, and of the "narrow ledge” where he 
finds himself alone, when he falls in love with Teresa, recently imported from Europe by his 
mother, who deliberately raises the barrier of an unknown past. Rationalizing his love for 
her, and with little faith in that love, Drake loses her, until he realizes that his theor- 

wes have cost him reality and his feelings override his detached doubts... Rentals chiefly, 
and public libraries should be circumspect. 


Db March 19 


Compton-Burnett, I. Knopf 
DARKNESS AND DAY $3.50 


If you are addicted to the author's sententious wraiths and conversation crepuscu- 
lar, you will undoubtedly find his latest polished poisoned apple highly diverting. Again 
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the feather-weight gentry, who are "born to do very little", and their verbose servants are 
drawn with exquisite malice, and red-blooded sins in this fragile circle bring outrageous 
surprises. The cloud descends as Edmund Gaunt, his wife Bridget, and their two daughters, 
return to the ancestral home occupied by the mother and younger brother. Edmund announces 
that it appears likely that Bridget is really his illegitimate daughter due to some Gilbert. 
and Sullivan mixup in babyhood. The households of Gaunt and an elderly neighbor, Sir Ron- 
ald, vibrate pleasantly. But Sir Ronald clears the air by establishing the fact that an- 
other orphan- Miss Hallem his housekeeper- is really Edmund's illegitimate daughter, and 
after Sir Ronald's death it is discovered that Bridget is the result of an early indiscre- 
tion of Sir Ronald's and the majestic cook in the Gaunt household. A sardonic fancy, plus 
two of the eeriest children we have met in literature, make this a treat for the initiate. 


March 19 


Ross, Sam World Publishing 
PORT UNKNOWN $3.00 


This novel of a ship at sea follows the course of the S. S. Chickering, an obso- 
lete tanker, on her first convoy in 1943. Captained by doubt-ridden Petry, she is full of 
first trippers, old merchantmen and the new naval crew, and is one of 65 crossing the north 
Atlantic under secret orders. In short, sharp silhouettes, the men and their backgrounds, 
their emotional problems and their complex relationships under tension are conveyed:- the 
Captain's dislike of the second Mate and his belief in the protection of a double pawed tom- 
cat back home; the abysmal hatred between the Chief Engineer and his First; the scared, 
would be hero youngster; the two who feud over their muscles; the wheelman who fears the 
night; the officer who keeps on walking to lose the shrapnel in his system; etc., etc. But 
all are bound by the threat of the submarine pack which eventually breaks through and is 
dispersed, not without loss to the convoy. The Chickering's engines make her a danger to 
the convoy and she is ordered to drop out so that she may effect repairs and continue on 
the straggler's course. Heading north, she is a sitting duck for a torpedo attack and is 
sunk with only two life boats saved. A harsh, verbatim reporting of time of stress has a 
sense of suspense and drama in strictly masculine terms. 


March 21 


Corbett, Isabelle Lippincott 
| PORTRAIT OF ISABELLE $3.00 


A family portrait which spans the years from before the first world war to the 
present and which pursues a tranquil pace through a chain of births and marriages and deaths. 
For Isabelle, from a sedate, middlewestern, Methodist background, falls in love with Dick 
Reeves, a Catholic, marries him over the protest of her parents. Before long, with three 
children, they move to Milwaukee where she is at first lonely, later finds her place. The 
children grow up, Dick dies, and Mavis, her youngest, a war wife and widow, becomes her 
source of particular concern and affection. Mavis goes to New York, and Isabelle follows 
her there, witnesses her affair with an unsuccessful author, and finally a happy marriage 
to another man. Recognizable people and problems, this strikes a familiar note and chimes 
in with a happy ending for conservative tastes and a rental audience among them. 


Pearce, Dick Lippincott 
THE IMPUDENT RIFLE $3.00 


‘—a, 


A lot of story here, nearer to the Haycox tradition than anything to date, takes 
place when the Old West was new, and the military and civilian and villain were fighting it 
~ out for dominance. Young Royall, fleeing his father's part in Biddle's Bank, and President 
Jackson's contempt, heads West, for the "charnel house of the Army" - Fort Gibson - which 
is to be built up to garrison strength, and flaunts his fiery rebellion all along the route 
from Washington across the Mississippi. Along his way, he is commissioned to guard the new 
Governor's gold, cat-and-moused by Ollers whose interest in Christian dollars is only match- 
ed by his disregard for Christian souls, and is confronted by the integrity of Beth, the 
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Governor's daughter, and Harriet, Ollers' half-breed daughter, whose hatred of her father 
stops at nothing for revenge. At the Fort, his insolence sends him away for a summer work 
detachment where he wins loyal men end steadfast enemies, he learns the insecure, pathetic 
condition of the Indians, and feels the temper of all parties as Ollers' manipulations ruin 
a possible Indian peace and white security. And, for all his shooting and toughening, it 
is the return of the Colonel which establishes a new regime - and Royall has thoroughly di- 
gested his new lessons. Robust and dashing, this will have men as well as women readers - 


for its intelligence, style and action. 






































March 21 


Moore, Ruth Morrow 
CANDLEMAS BAY $3.00 


* (Report repeated from P. 569, September 15th bulletin, when originally scheduled 
for late fall publication, as follows:) Another regional, coast story of fishing and family 
backgrounds. For the Ellises - of sturdy, independent and competent ancestors - are con- 
fronted with the weakness of Guy, whose irresponsibility and drunkenness keep his wife and 
children in debt to this father. His death forces Jen to take boarders, to the full fledged 
horror of her sister-in-law, Candace, and the results barely escape tragedy. For Candace, 
in her rage against the new order, is an instrument of near death and destruction, but her 
vicious selfishness ultimately brings happiness for Jen and Candace's two sisters, and makes 
the death of Grampie Jebron Ellis a thing of full contentment. The fusing of the lifelines 
of Guy, Jen, Candace and Evelyn are a frame for the growing up of the boy, Jeb, and his 
passion for the men who have preceded him and their devotion to the life of the sea and 
fishing. Of more than satisfactory substance and atmosphere, for an audience as before. 
(Postponed because of selection by the Literary Guild for April.) 


rv March 22 


Sewell, Elizabeth Doubleday 


THE DIVIDING OF TIME $300 
eo oe 
A beautifully written first novel by a fresh and promising if still sisi 
disciplined talent, this is the allegorical first-person story of the battle of’ bureaucracy 
versus the civilian individual during the blitz days in the London of the early '40's. As the 
steady surf roll of form letters in duplicate and triplicate washes over the young poetic 
protagonist, she realizes a compulsion to go back over her life in an effort to find explan- 
ation and a way out--and forward. Seven facets of self accompany her to the city of grim 
beginnings and the king-god, Nebuchadnezzar, serves as symbol of sustenance and hope in a 
dead forest. A trip to a moon castle further rends the clouds of doubt and indecision-- 
clearing the way to a fresh start in a still young life. Though the symbolism at times 
dives too deeply into Freudian depths, the power and pace of the narrative are unusual and 
unusually compelling. Not to be overlooked as a critical if circumscribed success. 





March 25 


Moravia, Alberto Farrar, Straus & Young 
CONJUGAL LOVE $2.50 


Again (The Woman of Rome; Two Adolescents ) an explicit examination of licit and 
illicit passion which concentrates with finedrawn detail on the sensuous reflex, the emo- 
tional response. It is Silvio, recently married to Lida and luxuriating in his love for 
her, who feels for the first time able to fulfill the literary ambitions he had always had. 
But when he tries to write, he discovers that his nights with Lida have sapped his creative 
vigor, and he postpones a resumption of all intimacies until his first story is finished. 
During this time Lida is exposed to the attentions of his barber, and although she tries to 
resist them- by asking for his dismissal- she eventually fails. Conscious of his impotence 
as & man as well as his mediocrity as an aspirant author, Silvio considers suicide- eventu- 
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ally compromises for a conjugal love which has its fraility... Moravia has an established 
audience, both critical and popular, which this will not disappoint. 


oe March 26 


Traver, Robert 
















World 
DANNY AND THE BOYS $3.00 








A sentimental journey in the manner of Bret Harte to the moonshining camp of an 
old scalliwag and his pals in the Upper Peninsula of Michigan. Danny McGinnis, graduate 
from mines and lumber camp was the mainstay of Hungry Hollow- "a disorderly Pan- a one-man 
band". There was Buller of high stature and appetites; gentle Timmy, gassed in World War I; 
Swan and Taconite, bewildered refugees of the depression. The boys at one point tenderly 
adopt a cow who- under the influence of moonshine- chases a bear; they also see Danny 
through an uncomfortable bout with "religion", visit Big Annie's respected, unrespectable 
establishment, and indulge in other roughish doings. Generally engaging episodes in the 
tradition of the benevolent bum, for a masculine audience. 

































March 27 
\\ ( &TS50N. —— 
( Ginieres, Aura | Houghton, Mifflin 
ae v MERIDIAN $2.50 


The meridian between the old world and the new, the past and present, as a small 
village in Greece acts as a prism for political conflicts and confusion, and for the uncer- 
tainties of a troubled time. There's Susan Crawford, an American, who doesn't share her 
husband's desire to stay on and frets over her child- sent back to the states; Lisa, her 
young servant girl, whose boy is guerrilla fighting in the hills; Ion, converted to Commun- 
ism and a leader whose life is now on trial; Melena, who had loved Ion, but is to marry- 
for practical purposes- a former collaborator; Cassidy, a British doctor, who cannot per- 
suade Melena to go back to England with him. And the arbitrary shooting of Ion- without a 
trial- the death by torture of the boy Lisa loves- pulls a curtain down on all these lives, 
caught between the ideological abstraction and the reality of violence. A time of doubt 
and crisis, in a treatment which is softly shaded. 





2b 
March 2% 


Priestley, J.B. Harper 
FESTIVAL $3.5 
aS 
I confess that I found this abysmally dull. Priestley attempting to. imitate 
Priestley of <The Good Companions, without the affection for his characters and the devotion 
to even the mountebanks of the theatre that gave that book its unique charm; Priestley pos- 
ing as a modern Dickens, caricaturing without true wit, employing excessive use of dialogue 
without true sense of drama- the combination results in a wordy, padded story of three peo- 
ple at loose ends who bludgeon a rural town in England into having a fortnight of "festival" 
celebration. There's an enormous cast and a great deal going on,- interviews, double talk 
and double play, committee meetings, conferences, frustrations and achievements, things go- 
ing right and wrong, ducks and drakes made of affairs of the heart- and a happy ending. For 
| readers who take their Priestley uncritdtally, there's the predictable full-flavored zest, 
the kind of detail& that give a sense of intimate awareness of events experienced, there's 
a contagious sense of gusto, and there's the tongue in cheek attitude towards the shibbo- 
leths of society - all qualities that have endeared him to his public. Very British - and 
ji e that too is for some readers a point in his favor. But not topflight. 
A 








Cannon, LeGrand wie Holt 
COME HOME AT EVEN | $3.00 







Those who look back on Look to the Mountain as one of the finest American pioneer 
stories of our day will probably be disappointed in Come Home At Even, this in spite of its 














-36- 


January 15, 1951 Fiction 


having many of the qualities that distinguished the earlier book, the mood, the pace, the 
emotional values etc. The period is an earlier one- as the story starts in England of 
1628, prior to the depression that resulted in a shift of derelict population to the New 
World. And the story ends, back again in England- several lives having made complete circle, 
only to accept, with a sort of fatality, the burden their estate in life puts upon them. The 
English part of the story shows a feudal set-up, - the farmer responsible to the squire, but 
in turn having tenant farmers and peasant workers under him. A craftsman, struggling against 
pressure of necessity, is unable to rise above the journeyman level, to be his own master. 
The story concerns chiefly the New England (Salem) experiences of Cargill, bent on becoming 
a master carpenter, scarcely aware that his gently bred wife, Ellen, is sinking into a de- 
cline, in large part homesickness; of his bond servants,- lazy Willie Crashaw, whose pur- 
chase price seemed to him betrayal by his English master, John Foreman, but who dreads free- 
dom and responsibility more than bondage; and “the girl"- she had been a slattern, Eddie 
Brent's "girl" back in Willie's home- but she was a good worker, and devoted herself to 
Ellen. It was she who told Cargill he must go back to England if he put his wife's life 
ahead of his sense of divine providence holding him to a goal in the New World. Then came 
Roger Williams, and he, too, helped Cargill accept the sacrifice, a sacrifice he knew meant 
odd jobs again, and poverty, and subservience to the masters he had escaped when he left 
England. It is a new slant on those who made New England's beginnings, and good Americana. 
But it lacks the vitality the earlier book had in its searching into human relations. There, 
the story was good regional and historical material to be sure, but it stood on its ow 
merits as an extraordinarily searching study of marriage. Here the human conflicts seem 
surface conflicts, swayed by rather than motivating the pattern of events. 


PLANS, PLAINS ®& PLANES 


January 30 


Macmillan 


Bonham, Margaret 
THE HOUSE ACROSS THE RIVER $2.50 

* An oblique fascination for a study in murder in which Nygel Cassel, who has just 
left his wife and who stumbles over the body of a woman in a London fog, confides his per- 
sonal problem to a doctor, Hughes, met in a pub. Impressed and obsessed by the personality 
of Hughes, Cassel follows him to his home in Wales, and through associative, intuitive find- 
ings establishes the certainty- if not the evidence- that he is a killer, and through this 
knowledge resolves his own conflict. A first novel which is subtle and distinctive. 


February 14 


Kane, Frank Ives Washburn 
DEAD WEIGHT $2.50 


Another Johnny Liddell, private eye, melodrama - and again it's sensational and 
a bit on the cheap and tawdry side. Johnny Liddell, with Mugsy, the girl reporter of Slay 
Ride, sets out to crack the mystery of the cruel murder of a client, a little old Chinese, 
who had left a package in his care, a package whose contents seemed freighted with disaster. 
Death followed death; the underworld of Chinatown and the rackets of dope, kidnapping and 
espionage; involvement with the Dummy, king of the beggars, and with the head of one of the 
Tongs - all this keeps Johnny in a constant tightrope walk with extinction threatened. At 
the end, he almost pulls a boner with the F B I, and then goes them one better, and comes 
out winner. ee 


Nielsen, Helen Ives Washburn 
THE KIND MAN $2.50 


A new writer presents a careful account of the investigation of incriminating evi- 
dence. For Homer Snyder, chief of police of a California cannery town, refuses to concur 
that it is newcomer Marty Weaver who has killed Palmer, although Marty's knife substantiates 
the accusations. Another killing, the uncovering of a young wife's infidelities, of Marty's 
past, a confession - all lead to the real killer. Conscientious. : 
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February 46 













Ullman, Allan Random House 
& Fletcher, Lucille NIGHT MAN $2.50 





a 
, 








Another theatric by the authors of Sorry, Wrong Number (1948), this again con- 
centrates on a tightly, tensely wrought situation. Stella believes the new night elevator 
man in her New York City apartment building is the man who was convicted of killing her 
mother, at a Virginia beach hotel. Her memories of the summer ten years before, her acknow- 
ledgement of demanding love,her recognition of her warped actions - all lead to hysterical 
madness and retribution. Nightblooming neuroses. 



























March/5 


Tracy, Ray Palmer Little, Brown 
FIGHTING SHEEPMAN $2.75. 


A satisfying western with an extra dividend in the form of solid information about 
sheep-herding. Young Scott Tracy, landing in the fresh terrain of Oregon in 1904, is lured 
into the sheep business after his championship of an old sheep man, Nick Barry, against the 
unscrupulous Ira Salva and Buz Graham. Through Scott's help Nick and his old herder Windy 
are able to pull out of bankruptcy and corral the varmints. But the real heroes are the 
sheep, with a lot about their care and breeding. Well done. 


March 9 
Piper, Evelyn Simon & Schuster 
THE PLOT $2.50 
e The intent to kill, and its deflection, when Louis Daignot, brooding over his 


dying mother and his poverty, comes to stay with Jamey Vaughn, an aged, autocratic and 
famous author. Accepted by Jamey as his "spiritual son", Louis- under the influence of his 
secretary- contemplates plagiarism and possible murder, but is foiled and saved by the old 
man's master plot in an ironic reversal. A deep southern plantation overcast, and the 
psychotic underlay as before, this if contrived is still clever. 


: March 13 


Murray, Max Farrar, Straus & Young 
THE RIGHT HONORABLE CORPSE $2.50 


A story of murders in Canberra, Australia, takes Gilbert, musician-spy, in the 
employ of the Australian government, through successful sleuthing, if not personal satis- 
faction. The killing of the Minister for Internal Resources, the apparent suspicion at- 
tached to the son of the U. S. Ambassador, the killing of the dead man‘s widow, the compli- 
city of her brother- add up to a brightly polished international note. 


March 19 


Ambler, Eric Knopf 
JUDGMENT ON DELTCHEV | $3.00 


* A return engagement, after ten years, and again a sombre to sinister incident of 
, intrigue when Foster, an Englishman, is sent to a Balkan city to cover a treason trial he 
@ knows he can't report, that of Deltchev, a patriot. The indignation the trial fires, as it 
is conducted under close Communist control, and the doubt it throws on Deltchev, impels 
Foster to a private search which leads from the condemned man's family to a vortex of vi- 
olence. A subtle shadowboxing with power and corruption, this adds a political substance 
and sophistication to the expected excitement-entertainment values. 
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March 21 
Dewey, Thomas B. M. S. Mill 
HANDLE WITH FEAR $2.50 


Tough talk- rough play- in another Joe Spinder, Singer Batts murder mystery. 
Again Joe steps in where angels fear to tread, gets involved in not one but two murders, 
seems to be covering for a lad whose guilt seems evident to others- and finally fails to 
save his adopted client, but clears his name, and spots the master mind behind extortion, 
fraud and murder. Of course, Joe is just the leg man- and Singer Batts, who prefers the 
halls of scholarship, is the intellect that punches the right buttons. 


March 22 


Doubleday 


Davis, Frederick C. 
LILIES IN HER GARDEN GREW $2.50 


The partnership of Schuyler Cole and Lucas Speare is confronted by the strange 
happenings in a New York City private house when Liza asks them to exorcize the perpetra- 
tor before her sister Dorian returns from a Reno divorce. A murder that has been hidden, 
a murder that no one can ignore, missing guns, rare books and mss., wind up in a blaze 
that wipes out the whole case. High gloss for low motives. 


Doubleday 


Van Arsdale, Wirt 
THE PROFESSOR KNITS A SHROUD $2.50 
Professor Pedro Apodaca, the anthropologist who knits socks while he unravels. 
crimes, is on hand for the murder of a best-selling novelist. Romantic relationships be- 
tween his nephew and his secretary and his young publisher, money, fraud, and some stolen 
story material provide the props here for a routine pace and procedures. Sub-standardized. 


Wyndham, John Doubleday 
THE DAY OF THE TRIFFIDS $2.50 


Report repeated from page 666 of the November lst bulletin, as follows: " *After 
reading this little horror you will toss your innocent geranium out the window. The trif- 
fids are gigantic plants, mysteriously arrived on earth, which take up their roots and- 
walk, searching for men to kill. A terrible celestial incident, which permanently blinds 
the majority of people on earth, helps the belligerent blossoms in their work. William 
Mason, escaping blindness, teams up with a beautiful (sighted) girl and after mishaps and 
separations in a decaying and depopulated world starts a colony with other pioneers as the 
triffids lean wistfully against the fences. Fast, readable and triffid-ly chilling." 


March 26 v 


Haycox, Ernest Little, Brown 
BY ROPE AND LEAD $2.50 


* These polished, posthumous short stories of the West by the late dean of Western 
writers will be a dividend for all his fans. Far from the deodorized epics played out on 
the back lots of Hollywood, these vignettes present the sound and the smell, the constant 
battle for life, for land, and livelihood faced by the first whites in the lands beyond the 
Mississippi. There is an early mountain guide who turns “squaw"_man,a boy in Oregon who 
learns that a man must stand up, a “fancy” woman and a bad man in the Southwestern sands 
who find fresh start together, a stripling cavalry lieutenant who is blooded on his first 
patrol, etc. The literate quality here is high. 
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March 29/ 





Taylor, Phoebe Atwood Little, Brown 
@ DIPLOMATIC CORPSE $2.50 — 


Nimble-witted Asey Mayo (not to mention Jennie and Dr. Cummings) riffles through 
the ruffles of the annual pageant of the Quanomet Associates when one of the wheel horses 
of the celebration is killed. Beginning with vandalism, destruction of carpentry, and cars, 
middling with local schisms, huffs and gossip, this ends with a cane, a pink egg and gen- 
ealogy. Sound architecture for an amiable, amusing Cape Cod-dery I-spy. (Note new pub- 
lisher , ) 


Herbert, Arthur Rinehart 
THE GUN SLINGER $2.50 


Family feudin' in the wilderness of the old West as the Whitakers and the Baileys 
contest a property-dividing stream. Their young ‘uns--Jane and Lute--reach a romantic in- 
passe and Jane jaunts off after ex-Army officer Vance Kirby who has troubles of his own to 
overcome before romance and reinstatement occur. Convincing characterization and situation 
make this a superior six-gun adventure. 


March 29 


McGrew, Fenn Rinehart 
MURDER BY MAIL $2.50 


The U. S. Post Office the medium by which murders on the Edgewood campus are 
solved as professor's wife, Caroline, writes all the facts, and frivol, to Julia, an in- 
structor now hospitalized for t.b. in Canada. Julia, with her nurse as a medical thesaurus, 
indicates the lines to follow and things to watch for, and by pedagogical procedure un- 
tangles the terrorizing killings. Faculty, at home and at work, in full light, and al- 
though disease-ridden, to a degree, straight-forward entertainment. 


March 77 


Taylor, Samuel W. A. A. Wyn 
THE GRINNING GISMO $2.50 


Some of the more involved- to incredible- things which happen in that California 
climate when Henry Chatworth Oates takes up the trail of his closest friend, Jim, believed 
to have suicided three years ago. His friendship distorted by the doubt that Jim is alive- 
and a killer: his love for. Jim's sister blurred by his attraction to his wife; witness to 
a@ murder and the victim of some dirty dentistry,- Oates is finally able to extricate him- 
self with his life- and a wife... Rapid transit, and a rough ride at that. 


Gee omc Thr GUPe fecgeet 
By Way of Comment 


Slim pickings - lLet’s hope not a foretaste of the Spring's non-fiction offerings. The new 


Harold Lamb, SULEIMAN THE MAGNIFICENT (Doubleday) has an assured 1f not wide audience. 
A better than average selection of poetry, with a posthumous William Rose Benet, THE 


Me SPIRIT OF THE SCENE .(Knopf), another ‘volume,. PATERSON IV .by last year’s National Book 





Award winner (New Directions), and THE ROAD NOT TAKEN, by Robert Frost and Louis Unter- 
meyer (Holt). One very tempting cookbook, by the Becks, THE FARMERS’ MARKET COOKBOOK 
(Holt). But there's not a book in-the lot to which we can boint and say- This will sell 
itself. Reports in pages following. 
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February 7 


Harcourt, Brace 


Maugham, Robin 
JOURNEY TO SIWA $3.75 

A casual, civilized travel commentary which is in line with his earlier Nomad 
and North African Notebook and which records a journey to Siwa, an oasis in the Libyan 
desert and at one time one of the :five great oracles of the world. In text, and beautiful 
photographs by his companion, Dimitri Papadimou, these impressions of the town- rising on 
a rock, of the groves, of the natives- aloof and secretive- and their isolated, indolent 
world apart convey the full character of a foreign spot. 


February 16 


Murray, Stuart Duell, Sloan & Pearce 
THE VIRGIN ISLANDS $2.75 


The Virgin Islands are currently top ranking favorite holiday goals, so this 
practical how-to-do-it guide should prove a useful reference book. It falls far below 
the standard of beckoning allure offered by some of the books on the Caribbean area; his- 
torically, biographically, scientifically, socially - the material is sketchy and inade- 
quate. But why quibble over omissions? It is sternly factual:- how to get there, where 
to stay, what to see, where to shop, what to buy, what to do and how to do it, what are 
the available facilities for emergency needs of the traveller, what the procedure if you 
wish to become a resident. The bulk of space goes to the American islands, but the British 
Virgin Islands are not bypassed. Definitely a handbook for prospective travelers, not a 
book that makes those in doubt yearn to pack a bag and take to the air. 


Announcing for February 16 


Raphaelson, Samson HILDA CRANE : Randam House 
Van Druten, John BELL, BOOK AND CANDLE Each $2.50 


In book form, two of this season's Broadway successes. Sure popularity with the 
increasing market of readers of plays away from the metropolitan areas. 


February 22 


Cope, Rear Adm. Harley & Norton 
Karig, Capt. Walter BATTLE SUBMERGED $3.75 


Walter Karig has done a superb job in his five volume Battle Report now completed. 
This book is an independent work, and tells the story of the submarine fighters of World 
War II. An excellent, overall picture of convoy duty and weather reporting in the North 
Atlantic; pre-attack periscope reconnaissance and photography along the coasts of North 
Africa, among the islands of the South Pacific, and in the imperial waters of Japan itself; 
the development of its use as rescue medium for pilots and refugees stranded in. odd cor- 
ners of the Philippines and East Indies; mine sowing; and finally :-the formation of wolf 
packs. After a discussion of the history and particulars of undersea craft that is not 
too technical for the average layman, the authors illustrate each facet of the submarine's 
war role with an incident from World War II. There is a summary at the close of post war 
developments, and the probable role of the submarine in the future. Broader gauged than 
Admiral Lockwood's Sink.'’Em All (see report P. 43). This is a general coverage, while 
that is based on personal experience of one special area. 
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February 28 


Jones, Stacy V. Dutton 
HOW TO GET IT FROM THE GOVERNMENT $1.50 


This should prove to be a much-used, valuable reference book, centralizing as it 
does information about the government as a provider, an employer, a banker, a realtor, an 
information bureau, a teacher, a, household helper, a holiday host, a guardian, a police- 
man, a servant, and a consumer. Its usefulness is augmented by illustrations, appendices 
and index. This tabulates the ramifications of personal help, federal jobs, loans of all 
types, land buying and renting, individual records, the service academies and scholarships 
and fellowships, publications available to the housewife, her husband, and the businessman, 
copyrights, claims and immigration, etc., etc. This explanation of government benefits 
available for all citizens - from birth to death --will undoubtedly have a wide usage and, 
since it is to become an annual publication, will be brought up to date and corrected 


yearly. 
March 5 


Beck, Fred & Neill Holt 
THE FARMERS’ MARKET COOKBOOK $2.95 


* A surprise seller of a few years back was a book entitled Second Carrot from the 
... End (Morrow) in which Fred Beck introduced the Farmers' Market to people who had never been 
to Hollywood. Now comes this book, Farmers’ Market product in the culinary line, with re- 
cipes culled from the specialites des maisons marketwide, the result an enticing cookbook 
of world round good things to eat, contributed by the "farmers" and the customers as well. 

The problem was one of exclusion, ‘a inclusion; the acid test was whether or not the 
recipes were new and interesting. = $0 don't sell this as a general cookbook, but a spec- 
ialty cookbook, and a good ones The. Coast - particularly in the L.A. region, will find 
familiar names to those who know the who's who of the market:- The Tusquellas, Virginia 
Davidson, Charlie Taylor of sausage fame, Marconde who makes of ground meat a dish for 
kings, Marguerite Churchill, famous for her curries, the Burbank Stall for vegetables de 
luxe, and so on. There's an amusing chapter debunking barbecues- and providing toothsome 
substitutes. There's a collection of useful ideas for that man in the kitchen who wants 
short cuts to fame. There's priceless advice on sauces and gravies, on salads and dress- 
ings, on proper equipment. A gem of a cookbook, for a market that is getting more selective. 


] March 15 


Barker, Lillian | Doubleday 
THE DIONNE LEGEND $2507$3 .00 


A syndicated writer for the New York News, who first contacted the Dionnes in 
1935 and kept in close touch with the family since then, writes with sympathy and indigna- 
tion of their treatment at the hands of Dr. ,_Dafoe- and the press and thoroughly reverses 
any picture you may have had of Dr. Dafoe as a genial, kindly country doctor. From her 
first meeting with Dr. Dafoe and his violent contempt for the Dionnes, this~shows his mal- 
treatment of the parents- Elzire and Oliva, and as a matter of fact his neglect of the 
babies- from the time of their delivery when he left them to die, on through the later 
years when he often jeopardized their health for the sake of publicity. She presents the 
sad case of the parents, forced to sign over their children, excluded on all occasions, 
misrepresented and after many years finally successful in their litigation and their attempt 
to bring the quints home. Sidelights here and there on that fascinating five give this 
considerable human interest as well as news value. 
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March 15 
Lamb, Harold Doubleday 
SULEIMAN THE MAGNIFICENT $400 
Sultan of the East ¥ &,00 





' 
y ! 
ie th ke 


An outstanding scholar of the East, author of Jie March of huscovy, The City 
tie Tsar, and Genghis Khan, presents another of his ornate, carefully worked, and blazingly 
colorful tapestries of a man and his era--. In this case it is Suleiman, wisest and strong- 
est of the Osmanli Sultans of Turkey, who lived during the dying days of the Renaissance. 
Suleiman was a quiet, thoughtful man of 25 when he came to the throne in 1520-- a contempor- 
ary of Francis I of France, Charles V of the Holy Roman Empire, Henry VIII of England, and 
Pope Leo X. Here is the story of their shifting alliances and counter-alliances, their 
wars and truces and the way they effected Suleiman and the strong empire he was building 
to the East. Drawn at first by temperament and beliefs toward Europe, Suleiman learned 
that the Christian rulers would never regard him as one of them and, in the end, turned 
his back upon the West. Suleiman strengthened his empire internally by a wise policy of 
taxation and agriculture and a generally more humane rule than that of his predecessors. 

He strengthened it externally by having the great drum of conquest in Constantinople sound- 

ed 13 times--for 13 marches, to the East, through the Balkans and Hungary, to the gates of 

Vienna. At the same time, his great sea wolf, Barbarossa, was turning the Mediterranean 

into virtually a Turkish lake. Yet he sowed the seeds of future dissolution of the Turkish 

Empire by adhering to the Osmanli policy of. breeding from slave girls, and by giving his 
Russian-born wife, Roxelana, power which prepared the way for the following century of the 

"Reign of the Favored Women", when the contending and often knife-wielding favorites of | 
the "Throne Room Within" ruled the dissipated, thoroughly corrupted, harem- raised heirs 

of the great sultan. A rich plum pudding of little-known history for the scholar, but it 


should be taken slowly or it will prove indigestible. 


Smith, Ira L. & Smith, H. Allen Doubleday 
THREE MEN ON THIRD a4 a 


A beanbag full of baseball anecdotes and oddities, this is a sequel to the earlier, 
Lo. and Inside, fhe latter book restricted its territory to pre-World War I material. The 
present volume covers just about all of baseball history. There are more of the odd doings 
of the Dodgers--several sidelights on Dizzy Dean, both as pitcher and as TV announcer non- 
pareil--many stories of the diamond's strange superstitions and customs--and sometimes, cus- 
tomers. The bleacher faithful should lap this one up. 


Little, Brown 


McNulty, John 
A MAN GETS AROUND $2.75) 

Short pieces, some from Zhe New Yorker which present some tangential commentary \ 
on the author's fellow humans. There are some autobiographical touches,- his trip to 
"lovely" Ireland, his experiences in Bellevue when he had a heart attack, gambling in a 
poolroom. There is the origin of the movie Jackpot, Kentucky blue grass country and its 
horses, a little old lady and the census, the bike that Mrs: Carmody bought for her son, 
Easterners in Los Angeles, an episode on Fifth Avenue, medical knowledge of Third Avenue 
bartenders, a widowed taxi driver who wants to marry again - all adding up to able report- 


ing and companionable yarning. 


Makemson, Maud Worcester- fc. & Transl. Henry Schuman 
THE BOOK OF THE JAGUAR PRIEST $3.50 


Scholar, scientist, linguist, Professor Makemson in this extraordinary document 
has embarked on a role only indirectly connected with her work as head of the astronomy 
department at Vassar. For she has rescued out of the distant past the record kept secretly 
by leaders of the conquered Mayans in Yucatan so that their children should know something 
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of the learning of the old Mayans, prophecies, fragments of history, myths and leg-nds, re- 
ligious ceremonies, and so on. The present translation of the Book of Chilam Balam of 
Tizimin (to give it full title) was made from a microfilm obtained from a photostatic copy 
in the possession of the University of Pennsylvania. From ancient Mayan, it was translated 
into Spanish, thence into English. And a significant document emerges, an inside story of 
a hidden life under Spanish oppressors, covering over two centuries and written, in all 
probability, by various people under one covering identity. Not a book for the casual 
reader, but for anthropologists, ethnologists, students of Yucatan and the Mayan culture. 
Important- in a limited field. 


March 16 
Carter, Hodding & Ragusin, Anthony Duell, Sloan & Pearce 
GULF COAST COUNTRY $3.50 


One senses the intense love of familiar country in this regional book on the 
Mississippi-Alabama Guif Coast- 150 miles of it east and west, extending no more than five 
miles inland. Vacation playground for New Orleans as well as its own state hinterlands. 
The opening chapter shows the pelican and the Man of War in possession; the final chapter 
leaves the mocking bird the last word! And in between one has a growing sense of knowing 
the story- the background, as Indians were pushed back by Spaniards, by French, as the 
land changed hands back and forth, as John Law in far-off Europe gambled with lands and 
blasted people's hopes. From the French again the Americans took over, while pirates 
claimed tribute the length of the coast. Came the Civil War - then the prostrate South 
of Re¢construction- then emerging industrialists ag railroad dreams were realized and the 
burgeoning town of Gulfport brought measure of prosperity. But with it all, there was a 
continuity of spirit and the real dwellers of the Gulf Coast Country were the shrimp and 
oyster fishers, the sportsmen who fought for the survival of the game fish, the backwoods- 
men and slot machine gamblers, the tourists who came for fiestas, the boys and men who 
sailed a motley array of small craft on the waters, the shipbuilders who brought the 
Ingalls yards to fame. A contagious quality pervades it all in one of the best of the 
regional books. ~ 


Lockwood, Charles A., Vice Adm. USN Dutton 
SINK "EM ALL! Submarine Warfare in the Pactfic $4.50 


The wartime Commander Submarines SW Pacific, now retired, matches his story with 
Battle Submerged (see report P. 40) in telling of that part of the war fought under his 
command, by submarines based in Australia and Pearl Harbor. It is the story of the most 
dramatic part of underwater warfare,- the rescue of the refugees and survivors from Bataan, 
the supplying of guerrillas, the harassment of Imperial Japanese shipping lanes and the 
mining of Japanese waters, the reconnaissance preceding the island-jumping invasions in 
the Gilberts and other island groups. It is, too, the story of frustrations and delay in 
dealing with Ordnance over dud torpedoes, wrong type of cameras for periscope photography, 
etc. A close-up picture of submarine warfare. For armchair strategists. 


Strong, Patience Dutton 
THE GLORY OF THE GARDEN $2.50 


An author who has a loyal following in the readers of her inspirational books of 
verse and meditation here shares with those readers her thoughts on her garden in southern 
England, as she traces its pattern throughout the year. An almanac of the seasons, day by 
' day record of the closing in of winter, the companionship of birds, the first signs of 
spring, the earliest flowers, the color, the tumult of the advancing season, the turn of 
the year as fall comes in and then winter again. Intimate bits about her own garden (but 
rarely a sense of participation in its growing, simply a sharing of its quiet beauties). 
Spiritual response, and emotional - in moods that the reader will reflect. There's tran- 
quility here that should soothe troubled hearts in troubled days. 
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March 17 


Duell, Sloan & Pearce 


Creed, Virginia 
ALL ABOUT IRELAND $2.50 
Miss Creed did the Austrian guide in this few Furope Guides’series - and she has 
done a much more appealing job here. There is more "heart" in her recounting of travelling 
in Ireland, that sparked the reader with the desire to take her book in hand and follow her 
trails. There is the same concise, matter of fact approach: how to get there, what to 
take, whether or not to use a car, how to get the most out of the visit, how to plan to use 
time to best advantage, food, tipping, language, history, etc. She then follows through 
on suggested itineraries, covering in some details the focal points (Cork, Tipperary, 
Killarney, the Dingle Peninsula, Aram, Connemara, Londonderry, Belfast, Dublin). She sug- 
gests various routes, long or short, and the enticing bits to be seen en route. Practical 


handbook, and good travel reading as well. 
March 21 


Lippincott 


Daly, Maureen- £d. 
PROFILE OF YOUTH $2.95 
A report on today's teen agers which was compiled by the Ladies’ Home Journal 
and which is the direct result of a year of work-~ and travel- on the part of some fifteen 
writers and researchers. Here you will get a representative, composite if necessarily di- 
versified portrait of America's youth- what they do, and aren't allowed to do; what they 
think- about sex and God and politics and race; what they eat- and wear; and what the 
future holds for them. Interchanging with the twelve "profiles" (of a pretty girl from 
Dallas, an Iowan farm boy, a minister's daughter, a California success personality, a 
working school girl, a Chicago Negro student, etc. etc.) are some general conclusions 
(mostly their conclusions) on "going steady", teen age driving, sex education, trade 
schools, "crowd cruelty" and social inferiority, subsidized marriage, fads, etc. etc. 
That troubled time, particularly troubling for parents, in a survey which is direct, real- 
istic and of especial value to those concerned. 


Rose, Don Lippincott 
FULL HOUSE : $2.75 


A fond father of twelve looks back on his years of optimum production and the 
bringing up of a brood which sometimes taxed their finances, but never their nerves, and 
produces a blithe and amazingly unburdened account. A columnist for the Philadelphia 
Bulletin, Don Rose ranges casually over such familiar family questions as their nomencla- 
ture (Tryn, Leon, Roy, Muriel, Stanley, Sylvia, Jack, Marjorie, Frank, Kenneth, Donette 
and Donald), their animals, children's diseases which usually reached epidemic incidence, y 
Christmas (at the least, 14 x 13 is 182 presents), the war and the postwar housing shortage 
which*they temporarily solved with a glider, marriages- and an even fuller house with the 
next generation. Without the funnier effects of Cheaper by the Dozen (there are no theor- 
ies, no eccentricities), this is pleasantly lenient and likeable. 


March 22 


MacLean, Helen Doubleday 
THERE'S NO PLACE LIKE PARIS $2-00 /$2.50 


If you're Paris bound, this is not a manual of where to go or what to see but some | 
assorted- if assembled- advice on some of the differences you can expect or the discomforts 
you may encounter. How to get around Paris- whether on foot or riding the Metro; money- 
its exchange, denominations, tipping; manners; hot and cold water; phone calls; mail: di-. 
versions; excursions, medical precautions and equipment; etc. etc. provoke some pointers 
peonnaralncart ease and enhance your stay, whether long or short. Not de rigueur- but a help- 

ul extra. 











January 15, 1951 Non=fietion 45 - 
March 27 


Butler, J.A.V. Macmillan 
MAN IS A MICROCOSM . $3.00 


Despite the slightly stuffy title, this is a substantial piece of science popular- 
ization, compact, thoughtful, free of the deKruif type of hysteria that is characteristic 
of so much of the so called science literature for the layman. In addition, this summar- 
izes succinctly the happenings in biophysics and biochemistry since your last bout in Presh- 
man year. Mam:ls A Microcosm deals with the ever-tantalizing question, "What Is Life?", 
and gives the answer to the extent that scientists have found an answer, in terms of the 
physical and ¢hemical functions of living cells. The nature of vitamins, the processes by 
which living matter is synthesized out of non-living, the structure of viruses, the mechan- 
ics of genes and chromosomes, these topics and others serve as a groundwork for the conclud- 
ing sections on Action and Free Will, Speech and Thought, Is the Brain a Machine, and the 
Stature of Man. The author conveys to his reader his awareness of the complexity and the 


orderliness of living things. 
March ra 


Al 
Mannix, Dan ; Harper 


STEP RIGHT UP $3.00 


The author's career as a carnival performer makes for as colorful reading as one 
could wish for he gave more than one pitch a try and went from fire eating and sword swal- 
lowing right on to a mentalist'’s act. And he tells of all the carny folk - the fat lady, 
the palm reader, the spielers, the girl shows, the pseudoscientists, the eastern fakir, 
etc., etc., - and their summer touring. He makes his attempts to learn the tricks of the 
trade and the incredible feats he witnessed as interesting as you could wish, how he worked 
out his acts and the suffering he went through as he got burned and blistered working with 
the torches, trained his throat to accept swords - and later neon tubes - as everyday fare, 
what happened when there was a "clem“ (battle with the customers), how heckling audiences 
were treated, and how the side show was run, ending with his decision to quit the business, 
after his mentalist act had its success - and failure. This misfit from the Philadelphia 
Main Line's investigation of a world apart ‘is a natural for anyone for whom the circus and 
the outdoor show business has an appeal. 


Stokley, James- fd. Ives Washburn 
SCIENCE MARCHES ON $3.75 


Report repeated from page 578 of the September 15th bulletin, as follows: "A more 
permanent preservation of a series of science talks which have been given through the years 
on the General Electric Company's Science Forum radio program, by specialists in each field. 
Here, accessible to all, are the latest findings on all kinds of puzzling phenomena, and 
the range varies from the maturation of science to the value of science fiction, from cli- 
mate, hypertension, isotopes, hayfever, biological warfare, to photographing the ocean's 
floor, Atlantis, sound waves, meteors, the sun, the dodo, the bat, protoplasm, longevity, 
atomic energy, etc. etc. A book which should have both an older and a younger. market." 


March 29 


McCord, John B. Rinehart 
& Douglas, John Scott MY PATIENTS WERE ZULUS $3.00 


This cannot fail to bring to mind Burma Surgeon in its story of some forty years 
of a medical missionary's life and work in South Africa. For Dr. McCord‘’s devotion to Du 
Chaillu‘s books aroused his interest in Africa, he fell in love with Margaret, who had been 
made a Zulu Princess, and he turned from straight training as a missionary to the medical 















oe 


January 15, 1951 Non-fiction 


field. Although circumstances kept him from his dream, he eventually made his goal and not q 
only treated the Zulus as he had planned but built them a hospital and a medical school. 1 
This is the story of his experiences - with their native sicknesses as well the general run . 
of disease, with confinements and infant mortality, with their customs and witch doctors, { 
with the nurses and assistants he taught, and with the white people who opposed him when 

he started building his hospital. It makes fascinating reading of a courage and a curiosity 

that had its reward and offers a detailed picture of kraal life and Zulu personalities. 


Jf if 


March 277 »/ 


Columbia University Press 


Randolph, Vance 
WE ALWAYS LIE TO STRANGERS $4.00 
And what lies! For this is a collection of tall tales from the Ozarks, told for 
straight faced amusement or for the confusion of "furriners". There are "windies" on all 
sorts of subjects - monsters, the earth and its vegetables, hunting, snakes, great and 
small, the famed of folklore, Davy Crockett, Mcrgan, Stacky and others, the weather, fish- 
ing, etc,: there is an examination of the sources and inspiration for these yarns: there 
are adaptations of otherwise unprintables: there is a covering bibliography. It's a top 
selection in liars' contests, of wild and absurd anecdotes and jokes, and offers a hearty 


skimming of regional humor. Illustrated by Glen Rounds. 


Rhode, Irma A. A. Wyn 
THE VIENNESE COOKBOOK $3.00 


One has the feeling on finishing this cookbook, that most of the famed Viennese 
cooking was derived from the neighbors,- France, Italy, Hungary, Poland, with a great deal 
of German and some measure of Russian influence thrown in. The order is, perhaps, charac- 
teristic of the country's interest in food, starting as it does with coffee and its accom- 
paniments, tortes, cakes, cookies, pastries, strudel. Then before the mainstays of meals 
are mentioned there is a chapter on desserts (such a sweet-tooth the Viennese must have had 
in the days of their grandeur), stewed fruits with sweet aspics, various kinds of punches 
and drinks, hors d'oeuvres (many more appropriate we would think for luncheon dishes than 
for service with drinks or as first course for dinner). The bread and rolls are strictly 
Viennese; the soups, the noodles (instead of neighbor Italy's pasta), the egg dishes and 
pancakes, the salads (borrowed here from Scandinavia); special ways of treating fish; -meats 
(with various schnitzelspredominating) and poultry. This- for all its eccentricity of | 
lineup- is the general outline of content. Again a specialty cookbook, not intended as a 
basic one. Not too general in interest. 


And One Book Practically Published 


Sidgwick, J.B. Oxford 
THE HEAVENS ABOVE $4.00 


From England, with some revision for Americans, comes this already successful 
popular book on astronomy. It differs from the general run in that the reader is intro- 
duced to the subject as though the whole historical process had been foreshortened so that 
his knowledge is gained as it was through the centuries,- first through what the naked eye 
can contribute (with the conclusions reached through generations of searching); then with 
the simplest of instruments, and then the more complex, as telescopes and spPectroscopes 
widened the range of vision. It forms a continuous story up to Part II, when the individual 
heavenly bodies (the sun, the moon and lunar system, the planets, etc.) are discussed, known 
facts presented (with as little dependence as possible on abstractions of figures), and hy- 
potheses presented with brief analysis. 20 photographs and numerous diagrams illustrate the 
text, which even a neophyte can understand. 
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February 23 


Ransom, John Crowe- 4d. World 
THE KENYON CRITICS $4.00 


Caviar criticism of books, literary trends and movies, culled from the issues of 
The Kenyon Review, this collection is much in the Edmund Wilson vein of -unusual and occas- 
ionally rarefied literary reviewing. Among the entries are John Peale Bishop's The Sorrows 
of Thomas Wolfe, Philip Rahv*s comparison of James and Whitman as embodiments of the two 
diverse trends in American. literature, Eliseo Vivas' Mafka's Distorted Mask, Austin Warren 
on the later novels of James, Robert Penn Warren's articles on Pure and Impure Poetry, 
Richard Chase's The Stone and the Crucifixion: 7Paulkner's Light in August, and Robie Macau- 
ley on Ford Madox Ford. There are also Eric Bentley's evaluation of the controversial 
Chaplin film, Monsieur Verdoux, and Parker Tyler's of the acclaimed Al! the King’s Men. 
The second and smaller section of the book is given over to very brief reviews of books and 
plays that also first appeared in the Kenyon College magazine. The appeal here will be 
definitely restricted to the unusual reader and follower of literary trends and to college 
students and classes, though the level of content is high. 


Pee 
March 26 a /f! 


Williams, William Carlos ’ New Directions 
PATERSON IV $3.00 


For those who got on board with Paterson I, this is the concluding section; The 
poem narrows - or expands - to the seaward failure of the man and women out of touch with 
their land, their lives, each other, through the inability to speak of their living. Pater- 
son is "the city of cheap hotels and private entrances" then, and the poet alone holds the 
answer. Better read the preceding sections to get a grip on the threads which are woven 
and unraveled in this one. Reliable series completion sales. 


March 19 


Benet, William Rose Knopf 
THE SPIRIT OF THE SCENE $3.00 


The last volume of poems by the late William Rose Benet. A pleasure to read, 
these poems in their vigor and simplicity of expression, concerned with such concepts as 
the breath of freedom and the breath of heaven, are an exhilarating reminder in a time of 
trouble. "Wherever freedom has been Freedom is remembereti” the poet reminds us, and "over 
us those wings are heard Blown on no sky, that bear no bird". In "The House is strange" 
the haunting, uncertain realization of a life and perspectives‘is caught and "Godsend" is 
a lovely brief love song. Also poems about people, cities, and poets. Vigorous, controlled, 
witty, these poems will please a large audience. 


March 26 


Frost, Robert * Holt 
& Untermeyer, Louis THE ROAD NOT TAKEN $5 .00 


* An enlargement of the material contained in Come In, a selection of poems publish- 
ed in 1943, annotated with a running commentary. The word seems to be that young American 
poets, as well as Congress, have realized suddenly that Robert Frost, who has been with us 
for some time, is probably our greatest American poet. Mr. Untermeyer, who knew it all 
along, knows his subject. There may be those, however, who may object that Mr. Untermeyer's 
earnest commentaries obstruct poetry which speaks so wisely, obliquely yet directly. But 
others - in the majority - will welcome the hints, guides and appreciations. The poems are 
grouped roughly by subject and technique, and the introduction includes a biography and ap- 


-preciation. The selection is representative and forty-nine new poems were added, although 





we missed the prophetic "Once by the Pacific"... An agreeable tribute to the "no-singing" 
singer - of our land, our people, our legacy of wisdom. Late Frost for top spring sales. 
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DATE AND PRICE 





PLEASE NOTE THESE CHANGES IN TITLE, 





Ropes & Burton- MR. TILLEY TAKES A WALK- from 11/20 to 2/19/51 (Austin-Phelps) 

Rogers, Lettie- STORM CLOUD- from 1/22 to 1/29 (Random House) 

Halsey, G.D.- SELECTING AND INDUCTING EMPLOYEES- from $5.00 to $4.50 (Harper) 

Smith, A.J.- RELIGION AND THE NEW PSYCHOLOGY- from 3/1 to 3/15 (Doubleday) 

Tebbel, John- YOUR BODY- HOW TO KEEP IT HEALTHY- from $2.75 to $2.95 (Harper) 

Linklater, Eric- MR. BYCULLA- from 1/25 to 2/23 (Harcourt, Brace) 

Ellis, A.- THE FOLKLORE OF SEX-- postponed to 3/15 

Williams, A.N.- THE WATER AND THE POWER- from 1/26 to 1/16. Price from $4.00 
to $4.50. (Duell, Sloan & Pearce) 

Biskind, L.H.- HAVING YOUR BABY- from $2.00 to $1.75 (Random House) 

Harris, K.- Title from TRAVELLING TONGUES to INNOCENTS FROM ABROAD. 

: from 2/2 to 3/27 (Houghton, Mifflin) 

Gilmore, C.- WEB OF HONEY- from 1/15 to 2/7 (Avalon) 

Mack, E.- DEBORAH- from 1/15 to 2/7 (Avalon) 

Moffat, Jessie- MRS. GILBERT LANCASTER 3RD- from 1/15 to 2/26 (Austin-Phelps) 

Playfair, Giles- THE HEART OF FAME- from 2/27 to 5/10 (Little, Brown) 


Wharton, J.- THE EXPLORATIONS OF GEORGE BURTON- definite date 2/16 (Simon & 
Schuster) 













































Date 


Bradbury, R.- THE ILLUSTRATED MAN- from $2.50 to $2.75 (Doubleday) 
Gunther, John- Title from CAESAR OF THE PACIFIC to THE RIDDLE 7 at 
Harper 
Price, R.- IN ONE HEAD AND OUT THE OTHER- definite date 2/14. Price from $2.75 
| to $2.50. There will be a $1.00 paper edition. (Simon & Schuster) 
Catton, Bruce- MR. LINCOLN'S ARMY- price from $3.00 to $3.75 (Doubleday) 
Loewy, R.- NEVER LEAVE WELL ENOUGH ALONE- from 2/10 to 2/27. Price from $4.00 
to $5.00. (Simon & Schuster) 
Nesbitt, Henrietta- THE PRESIDENTIAL COOK BOOK- price from $3.00 to $2.75 
(Doubleday) 
Coward, Noel- STAR QUALITY- price from $3.00 to $3.50. This is NOT a joint 
selection of the Book of the Month Club. 
Cooper, Duff- OPERATION HEARTBREAK- from 2/26 to 2/23 (Viking) 
Plaidy, Jean- MADAME SERPENT- from 2/? to 3/9 (Appleton-Century-Crofts) 
Severn, Catherine- BRETTON ROAD- postponed to fall (Doubleday) 
Tabori, George- THE CARAVAN PASSES- from 2/? to 3/9 (Appleton-Century-Crofts) 
Du Bois, T.- SOLUTION T-25- price from $2.50 to $2.75 (Doubleday) 
Palmer, W.- THE NEW BARBARIAN- There is an error in the text which should read 
Mrs. Palmer, not Mr. Palmer. (Farrar, Straus & Young) 
Baird, Janet- fd. - THESE HARVEST YEARS- from 2/23 to 3/1 (Doubleday) 
Market, G.- PUCCINI- definite date 2/23. Definite price $5.00. (Simon & Schuster) 
Taubman, H.- THE MAESTRO- from 2/? to 3/?. Definite price $5.00. (Simon & Schuster) 
Shankland, Robert- STEVE MATHER OF THE NATIONAL PARKS- from 3/5 to 3/19 (Knopf ) 


Due to the railroad embargo, the December 15th issue of the bulletin was 
im many cases yery, delayed in its delivery. We have had several requests 
to duplicate this issue, but at this time we have exhausted our overrun 
and can no longer do so We can only hope that the end of the holiday 


Season will bring better postal service 





